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Dates for the Diary

Monday é6th January—INSET day school closed to students

Tuesday 7th January—Students return

Dear Parents and carers,

| can hardly believe we have come to the end of the Autumn term. It has
been a very busy one and all of the students have
been working hard and making lots of progress.

It wass so lovely to see so many of our students partici- % '
pating in the Christmas service yesterday, | am very ‘
proud of each and everyone of them.

We have had many parents in school for various cof- = 3
fee mornings this term and it is great to see so many |
of you attending. Muna will be sharing the events for

the Spring term. Thankyou as well to all the parents who replied to our RSE
questionnaire. We will be holding a parents event on Friday 10th January
to talk to parents about the RSE curriculum, what it covers and how it is
taught to your children at Oaklands. We will also take this opportunity to
address some of the concerns that were raised by parents in the feed-
back.
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| would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a
peaceful holiday and a very Merry Christmas to all our families who
celebrate.

Mairead

National Autisrg Specialist Ofsted f = /
Autistic | Awar : Outstanding m
u Society | 2022 ‘/ Provider




As part of their Design Technology lessons this term, Kew 3 stu-
dents designed and created Christmas cards and crafted unique
decorations inspired by our school environment. This project pro-
moted self-expression, enhanced social skills, and fostered a
sense of accomplishment.

We invited parents and guardians to support this initiative by pur-
chasing Christmas cards. The fund will go towards improving re-
sources for the Kew department.

Thank you to the parents and guardians, the head of the school,
the assistant head (Kew department), and the Kew 3 staff who
supported the Kew 3 class in making this project successful.




A group of students from the Syon Department had an enriching

outing to Pizza Express, where they took part in a pizza-making
workshop. This hands-on experience allowed students to roll out
dough, spread tomato sauce, and add their favorite toppings, cre-
ating their own delicious pizzas.

The workshop was a fantastic way to build cultural capital, giving
students the opportunity to learn about food preparation, devel-
op independence, and explore the skills involved in the hospitality
industry. These meaningful experiences contribute to their under-
standing of the wider world and help prepare them for life be-
yond school.

A big thank you to Pizza Express for hosting us and to all the staff
who supported this valuable experience!




In the Richmond department this term, we have focussed on
connection and making new friendships. We have worked on our
vocational projects such as setting up Harvest donations for a lo-
cal food bank. We gave out Christmas cards we made to the local
community. Have a happy holidays from the Richmond Depart-
ment.



Syon 4 class had an exciting class trip to Santa's Grotto, filled with festive cheer and
memorable experiences. They met Santa Claus himself, shared their holiday wishes, and
even got to see his reindeer up close. Adding to the adventure, the children enjoyed a
delightful train ride through a winter wonderland, making the day truly magical and one
to remember!
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Oaklands School Therapy Team

We are excited to share some updates about the Therapy Team at Oaklands School.

Our team currently consists of Occupational Therapists, Speech and

Language Therapists, and Therapy Assistants. Together, we work closely with school
staff to ensure that therapy strategies are integrated across your child’s entire school
day, supporting all students in their learning and development.

We are pleased to announce that a new Speech and Language Therapist will be

joining our team in January. We are excited to welcome her and look forward to the

valuable expertise she will bring to the school.

At the same time, we will be saying goodbye to one of our wonderful Occupational
Therapists, Esneri Venter. We want to thank her for her dedication and the years she
has spent helping our students thrive. We wish her all the best as she embarks on an
exciting new chapter.

A reminder that our therapy team holds parent coffee morning sessions every term.
These sessions are designed to provide guidance and strategies to support your
child’s development at home. They are also a great opportunity to meet and speak
with other parents in the school who may share your questions. Please keep an eye
out for letters sent home with details about upcoming topics. We love seeing you at
these mornings and encourage you to join us.

If you have any questions about the therapy team or the support we provide, please
do not hesitate to reach out. We are here to help and value the partnership we have
with our students’ families.

Contact Us:
You can contact our Therapy team on 020 8560 3569
or email us at the following email addresses:

Speech and Language Therapy: salt@oaklands.uk.net
Occupational Therapy: ot@oaklands.uk.net




Dear Pareni(s) / Carer(s)

It has been an honour and a pleasure to know and
work with you and your child.

Thank you for taking my advice, strategies, and
recommendations onboard. Thank you for allowing me
to serve you and your child and support where I can.

I am, leaving my position as Occupational Therapist at
Oaklands School, at the end of this term. But I have
learned a lot from all the children here, as well as
from you, their families. I will treasure the lessons
learned and memories made.

I wish you and your child the best for the future and

would like to commend you on caring so well for your
child.

Sincerely,
Fsneri Venler

Occupational Therapis




Our Osterley classes visited the Hounslow Arts Centre this week to see their
Christmas pantomime, Robin Hood. It was wonderful to go on an outing together
and we all enjoyed the silly jokes and funny dancing.

Thank you so much to Hounslow Arts Centre for welcoming us!



REGIATERED CHARITY Mo, 249444

We are very excited to share that in the spring term we will be running the Great
Oaklands Growing Bee — a cross school Daffodil growing competition—in conjunc-
tion with the London Children’s Flower Society .

All classes across Primary and Secondary have been given daffodils to grow, as well
as every school council rep and our students studying horticulture.

We will be looking after them until the end of the spring term, when we will have a
visit from an LCFS judge.

There will be certificates and prizes for the best Daffodils, and we will be sharing
photographs of our growing efforts along the way so keep an eye on future editions
of the newsletter to see how we are getting

on.

Happy growing!

Sara and Nina
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Our Autumn term Jack Petchey award winner Luke chose to take

/7
his classmates out for a lunch at the local Harvester as part of his H a rues ter

grant.

Osterley 2 went to The Royal in Hanwell and enjoyed a great lunch and conversation with friends.
It was a great way to start the end of term celebrations.

Well done Luke, and thank you!
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